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Schemel Forum Winter/Spring 2008

Philosophy and the City:

Understanding Citizenship, Urban Policy and City Planning
Six Sessions, Wednesdays, 7:00-8:15p.m. – February 6 through March 12, 2008

Room 305, Weinberg Memorial Library

Seminar Leader:  

Dr. Sharon Meagher

Professor of Philosophy and Director of Women’s Studies

The University of Scranton, Scranton, PA 18510-4507

St. Thomas 552, 941-4075, meaghers1@scranton.edu
Seminar description:

This six session seminar invites participants to explore the philosophical concepts that underpin our contemporary understandings of citizenship, public policy, urban architecture, planning, and culture.  We will survey the history of Western philosophy and its relationship to the city, beginning with philosophy's birth in the city of Ancient Athens. In addition, participants may opt to participate in 1-2 "philosophical walking tours" of Scranton in late spring.
Readings:  Readings are collected in Meagher, Sharon M., ed. Philosophy and the City:  Classic to Contemporary Writings.  Albany, NY:  State University of New York Press, 2008.  The book is available on library reserve and is available for purchase in the University’s bookstore or on-line at amazon.com.
Proposed Schedule:
The seminar itself will be built around “urban” norms of diversity of community and ideas.  To that end, seminar participants will be assigned to groups responsible for specific readings and will represent the views of that philosopher in seminar discussion.  Our schedule is subject to change, depending on the interests and needs of the participants.
session 1:  February 6, 2008  Philosophy and City Life
relevant readings (referenced but not assigned):  Introduction, 1-10; Conlon, 199-209; Plato, Crito, 20-25
session 2:  February 13, 2008  What is a City?  
assigned readings:  

(all) Part II, Section A:  What is a City? pp. 233-249.
(group a) Plato’s Republic, pp. 25-32

(group b) St. Thomas More, Utopia, pp. 55-64
(group c) Augustine, City of God, pp. 40-47
(group d) Simmel, “The Metropolis and Mental Life,” pp. 96-101
session 3:  February 20, 2008  What is Citizenship?  Ideals and Realities
(all) Part II, section B:  Citizenship, pp. 251-258.
(group a)  Hobbes, De Cive, pp. 65-71
(group b)  Thucydides, Pericles’ Funeral Oration, pp. 14-19
(group c)  Cornel West, Introduction to Race Matters, pp. 189-195 
(group d)  Aristotle, Politics, pp. 33-39
session 4:  February 27, 2008  Civilization or Cesspool?  Dealing with Diversity

Urban Culture
(all)  Part II, section C:  Urban Identity and Diversity, pp. 259-269
(group a)  Iris Marion Young, “City Life as Normative Ideal,” pp. 163-174 
(group b)  Jefferson, “Manufactures,” pp. 81-83
(group c)  Rousseau, “Letter to D’Alembert on the Theater,” pp. 72-80
(group d)  Addams, “The Subjective Necessity of Social Settlements,” pp. 84-93
session 5:  March 5, 2008  The Built Urban Environment:  Urban Planning and Architecture
(all)  Part II, section D:  The Built Environment, pp. 271-288
(group a)  Wm. Gavin, “The Urban and the Aesthetic,” pp. 140-142

(group b)  Christian Norberg-Schulz, “The Loss and Recovery of Place,” pp. 150-162

(group c)  Foucault, “Panopticism,” pp. 146-149

(group d)  Susan Bickford, “Constructing Inequality,” pp. 210-218
session 6:  March 12, 2008  The Good City
(all) Part II, section E:  Social Justice and the Ethics of the City, pp. 289-303 
No group readings; instead come prepared to discuss both the assigned cases as well as urban issues in the news in light of the seminar readings thus far.
Optional walking tours will be organized in late April, as interest and weather permits.  In addition, self-guided audio tours will be available in mp-3 format (participants may be able to borrow mp3 players if needed).
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