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University of Scranton

Philosophy and the City (PHIL 314)

Instructor:  Dr. Sharon Meagher, 

Professor of Philosophy and Director of Women’s Studies
Contact information:
Office:  St. Thomas Hall 552

Office phone:  941-4075

Office hours:  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:30-11:15 and 4-4:45 (no appointment necessary), AND BY APPOINTMENT on other days and times; call x 4075 or e-mail me at sharon.meagher@scranton.edu to arrange an appointment.

Course information:

The city sustains philosophy, and philosophy sustains the city.  In this course, we will explore the interrelationship between philosophy and the city by focusing on the questions:  how would the ideal city relate to the natural environment?  How best can human beings arrange to live together in sustainable relationships with one another and with the natural environment?  How can/does philosophy contribute to such understandings by generating critical ideals of the city and city life and through critical reflection on cities?

Although Western philosophers have, over time, focused on some aspects of urban life more than others, a study of the history of Western philosophy in relation to the city provides a way of integrating economic, political, social and environmental issues.  The sustainability of cities depends on such an integrated outlook, and therefore philosophy is relevant to cities now more than ever.  

This course fulfills GE philosophy, GE Diversity and GE Writing Intensive requirements.  Students enrolled in the Women’s Studies Concentration may petition to count this course towards fulfillment of a course for the concentration if they choose women’s studies topics for their major graded assignments.
Objectives:  

1.  Students will understand and evaluate philosophical debates relevant to urban theory and the sustainability of cities

2.  Students will recognize and articulate various philosophical and historical ideals of the city, and understand how those ideals function in political theory and urban political practice

3.  Students will reflect on the complexity of relations between place and identity formation, including issues of class, race and gender as well as issues of environmental justice 

4.  Students will appreciate a diversity of experiences and perspectives on the city, with a particular emphasis placed on issues concerning the sustainability of cities and of citizenship

5.  Students will improve their writing abilities through writing, critique, and re-writing

6.  Students will use course materials to reflect on their own lives in the city, whether as students, residents, workers or some combination thereof, and think about how they can become better citizens
Texts:   Meagher, Sharon M., ed., Philosophy and the City:  Classic to Contemporary Writings.  Albany, NY:  State University of New York, 2008.  
Course website:   ThAdditional readings and resources can be found on-line at:  http://www.philosophyandthecity.org.  
Grades and Requirements:

a) class participation--10%
Class participation includes attendance and an indication that one has read and thought about the assigned texts. Asking good questions, as well as answering questions and making comments are all valuable class contributions.  Taking careful reading and class notes is also a good measure.  There will be opportunities to improve your participation grade by participating in in-class workshops and in on-line discussions via blackboard; conversely, students who have unexcused absences and/or who are unprepared to participate in class writing and discussion exercises will lose class participation grade points.  At the end of the semester, students may submit a self-evaluation of their class participation and/or a portfolio of their reading notes and class writings.  These will be taken into account when calculating this grade.  
Attendance policy:  students are responsible for all material covered in class, whether in attendance or not.  I will not assist a student with an unexcused absence in making up class material.  An unexcused absence is any absence other than documented illness or death in the immediate family.  Students should not contact me for an isolated absence; I know that you had a good reason to miss or you would not have done so.  Students who miss an isolated class should check blackboard for announcements and borrow class notes from a fellow student.  On the other hand, students with prolonged or frequent absences because of illness or other difficulty should get in contact with me as soon as possible.   It will be difficult, if not impossible, to pass this course without regular attendance, participation, and reading.
b) Walking tour/Podcast reflections—2, each worth 5%:   Students will be expected to download podcasts that will guide you on two “philosophical walking tours” of Scranton (students who do not have iPods or other MP3 players may borrow one from me) and complete the assigned questions on each.  Accommodation/alternative assignments will be made for students who are unable to complete 45 minute walks because of disability.

d) Homework, quizzes, and in-class assignments (HQ)—20%:   Students are expected to come to class having done the reading assigned for the week and answered the study questions that follow.  Sometimes students will be asked to write-up their answers to those questions as homework; other times an unannounced quiz based on the questions or other type of assignment will be given in-class.  For quizzes and in-class assignments, students will be allowed to use their notes but not the readings themselves. These assignments give credit to students for keeping up with the reading and provide the opportunity to practice writing about urban philosophies prior to submitting formal paper assignments.  We will also use the assignments as the basis for some class discussions.  There will be a total of 12 assignments (counting homework, quizzes, and other in-class assignments).  Homework assignments will be posted in announcements on blackboard and announced one class prior to their due date.  Students are responsible for obtaining homework assignments even if they miss the class in which they are assigned.  Homework and in-class assignments must be written on paper that can be easily removed from your notebook and turned in.
Grading policy for these assignments:  Students will be assigned points for each assignment as follows:  0 for absent; 1 for present but unprepared OR absent but sent homework (or reading notes) via e-mail prior to class time; 2 for weak or poor or partial answers; 3 for satisfactory answers (answers that demonstrate reading and a solid attempt to answer the question asked); 4 for outstanding answers (answers that lead discussion and are exceptionally well written).   Semester grades for these assignments will be calculated as follows:  35 points or higher:  A; 34-33 points:  A-; 32 points = B+; 31-30 points = B; 29-28 points = B-; 27 points = C+; 26-24 points = C; 23 points = C-; 22-20 points = D; less than 20 points = F.  No make-ups will be allowed except in cases of documented, long-term excused absence. 
e)  Position papers-- 2 essays, (each approximately 3 pages or 750 words), 15% each.  Philosophy develops normative ideals (i.e., theorizes about what should be the case) and also critically analyzes arguments and assumptions.  Throughout this course you will be asked to develop positions on urban issues that philosophers address.  Many of the philosophers we will read address multiple issues, so we will carry forward discussion of them as we move on to new questions.  Each position paper should discuss at least three philosophers who have something substantive to say about the given issue (but they need not be philosophers assigned explicitly for that unit).  Students will write on any two units for which they are NOT doing a presentation (note:  no position paper is due after the last unit, as it will be addressed in final papers).  Student case discussion and review presentations on the topic presented prior to each paper due date as well as paper peer reviews should assist students in developing their positions, although the paper writer is solely responsible for the final content of his or her paper.  Due dates are noted on the syllabus.  I will read rough drafts if submitted by the time of the peer review due date.  Students must submit at least one of their papers for peer review by the appropriate due date or 10 points will be deducted from their 2nd paper.
f) Peer review of classmate’s paper--5%  Students are expected to write peer reviews of a student’s position papers written for the unit in which they do not submit a paper themselves, following the guidelines that will be provided.  Failure to submit a peer review by the deadline stated on the syllabus will result in a loss of 20 points; failure to submit by the time of the paper due date will result in a 0 unless you have a documented excused, long-term absence.
g) Final comprehensive paper—30%  Students may develop their own thesis statement and defend it or they may answer an assigned question (details will follow).  Regardless of the option elected, all papers must discuss at least 5 of the philosophers whom we have read and must discuss issues raised in the natural and built environment unit and at least one other unit in some detail.  Students who elect to develop their own thesis must submit their idea for prior approval by the stated deadline.  Students who elect to participate in the peer review process must submit a paper for peer review and do a peer review by the stated deadlines to insure credit.  Be sure to define and/or clarify any key ideas or concepts that you discuss. Late papers will be accepted, but will be penalized 6 points for each day or partial day late.  I will read rough drafts if submitted at least 48 hours in advance of final due date.
Course Plan

Below you will find a list of assignments.  This schedule is subject to change, depending on class pace.  Students are responsible for noting all changes announced in class whether in attendance or not.  If you lose your syllabus, be sure to obtain a new one—you can download the syllabus from the course’s site on blackboard!  Unless otherwise noted, assigned readings are due on Tuesday of the week assigned.  Students also are responsible for the introductory material for each author.  
Purpose and structure of the course

Week 1 (1/25) read and review syllabus and handouts; introductions; what is a city?  definitions of sustainability

What is a City?  
(the nature, character, and function of cities; sustainable cities)

Week 2 (1/30-2/1)  Philosophy and the City
reading:  Introduction; Conlon; recommended:  Dewey.   Also required:  explore course website on blackboard and read definitions of sustainability.
Week 3 (2/6-2/8)  Plato; Augustine

Viewing of video, The Trial of Socrates
Week 4 (2/13-2/15) Machiavelli; St. Thomas More.  Case:  Engels (2/15)
Week 5 (2/20-2/22) Weber; Mumford.  Case:  Ginsberg (2/22).
Citizenship
Week 6 (2/27-3/1)  Pericles; Aristotle.  Case Kemmis (3/1)
2/27 REVIEW DISCUSSION:  What is a City?
Week 7 (3/6-3/8) Hobbes; Rousseau.  
Position Papers:  What is a City?  Peer review drafts due by 3/4 at 8 p.m.; peer reviews are due by 3/6 at 8 p.m.; Final papers are due on Friday, 3/9 by noon.
Week 8 (3/13-3/15)  SPRING BREAK—have a good one!

Week 9 (3/20-3/22) Grosz; Case:  Gooding-Williams (3/20); Sustainable citizenship—readings TBA, on-line
Podcast #1 reflection due on 3/22.

Urban Identity, Diversity and Social Justice Issues
Week 10 (4/3-4/5) Simmel; Jefferson; hooks.  
No class 4/5:  Happy Easter!
4/3 REVIEW DISCUSSION:  Citizenship
Week 11 (4/10-4/12) West; cases:  Francis (4/12); Case:  Pratt (4/12)
Position Papers:  on citizenship. Peer review drafts due by 4/11 at 8 p.m.; peer reviews are due by 4/13 at 8 p.m.; Final papers are due on 4/16 by noon.  

Week 12 (4/17-4/19) Addams; Young; Mendieta; intro to environmental justice issues
Natural and Built Environments
Week 13 (4/24-4/26) cases: Light; Kuo, “nearby nature” (on-line)

No class 4/26—I’ll be away at a conference
4/24:  REVIEW DISCUSSION:  Diversity and Social Justice Issues

Week 14 (5/1-5/3) Norberg-Schulz; Weiss; Cases:  Mugerauer (5/3); HRH Prince of Wales. recommended:  Heidegger.   
Podcast #2 reflection due on 5/1
Position Papers:  diversity and social justice issues.  Peer review drafts due by 4/29 at 8 p.m.; peer reviews are due by 5/1 at 8 p.m.; Final papers are due on Friday, 5/4 no later than noon.  
Week 15 (5/8-5/10) Foucault; Bickford.  Case:  Hayek (5/8). recommended:  Lefebvre
Week 16 (5/14-5/18) FINALS; no class; no final exam—work on final paper.  Students who develop their own thesis must submit such for prior approval no later than Saturday, May 12th at 3 p.m.  Rough drafts for optional peer review are due no later than 1 p.m. on Sunday, May 13th.  Peer review of classmate’s draft is due no later than 10 a.m. on Tuesday, May 15th.  Final papers due no later than noon on May 18th.  Late papers will be penalized 6 points for each day or partial day late except in cases of documented excused absences.  Students who fail to meet peer review deadlines may not participate in that option.  Optional class participation self-evaluation and/or portfolios due on Sunday, May 13th at 10 p.m.
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